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2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) KI Claim(s) 1-78 is/are pending in the application. 
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1 . Claims 1 -78 are presenting for examination. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in ( 1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1-14, 16-53, and 55-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as bemg anticipated by 
Goldman (US2003/0233418). 

4. As to claim 1 , Goldman teaches a method of processing e-mail messages, the method of 
Goldman comprising: 

(a) receiving an e-mail message from unknown sender, see [0034], line 1, and [0038], 
lines 1-5; 

(b) requesting information about the sender from at least one database (18) that.compiles 
global statistics about senders based on inforaiation about the sender received from recipients 
(see [0058], lines 1 1-17, [0064], lines 14-18) in the network in order to determine a sender's 
reputation (authorized or unauthorized sender), see [0039], lines 5-10, [0040], lines 5-8, [0044], 
[0049], [0051], [0052], [0067], [0068], wherein the sender identified based on at least of an 
actual sender or address's fink domain name (see [0039], lines 7-8, [0045], lines 12-19, and 
[0050], lines 7-8) ; and 

(c ) categorizing whether the e-mail message is good based on information received about 
the sender's reputation, wherein the e-mail message is allowed through a recipient's e-mail filter 
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if the reputation is good and the e-mail message is not allowed through the e-mail filter if the 
reputation is either not good or not known, see [0049], [005 1], [0052], [0067], [0068]. 

5. As to claims 2-3, the actual sender is identified by a signature that includes at least of an 
e-mail address used by the sender and a domain name by the sender, see [0045]. 

6. As to claim 4, the system of Goldman includes central database, see [0098], lines 7-10. 

7. As to claims 5-7, using scores to indicate a like hood that the received message is an 
imsolicited message by looking into information about the sender such as the actual sender, see 
[0039], lines 5-10, [0040], lines 5-8, [0044], [0049], [0051], [0052], [0067], [0068]. 

8. As to claim 8, tracking total number of messages sent to recipients, see [0045], lines 1-2, 
[0081], lines 4-8, [0082], lines 8-11. 

9. As to claim 9, it is inherent to determine whether the sender sends a majority of messages 
to known recipients. 

10. As to claims 10-11, placing a message, which is not allowed, in a spam folder, and 
monitoring it to determine whether the message should be released, see [0053]. 

11. As to claim 12, monitoring the inbox at predetermined intervals to determine whether 
messages should remain in the box, see [0081], [0082]. 

12. As to claims 13-14, maintaining at the database 18 following values to rank the number 
of messages, see [0045], lines 1-2. 

13. As to claim 16, tracking statistics about sender identified by data in the message header at 
a local database, see [0098], lines 1 1-20. 

14. As to claims 17, accessing the reputation of the sender when user activity is observed, see 
[0085]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/683,598 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2157 

15. As to claims 18-19, sending a notification to recipients when sender's reputation changes 
and updating the categorization, see [008 1 ], [0082]. 

16. As to claims 20-53, and 55-78, the claims are similar in scope to claims 1-14 & 16-19 
,and they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Therefor, it can be seen from paragraphs 4-16 that Goldman anticipates claims 1-14, 16-53, and 
55-78 

17. Claims 15 & 54 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

17.1. The prior art of record does not teach returning four of the values (mentioned in claim 14) 
to the recipient to allow the recipient to apply different weights to a message in order to 
categorize the messages (claim 15 & 54). 

1 8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Moustafa M. Meky whose telephone number is 571-272-4005. 
The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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6/23/2006 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



